
December 2020 Message 

Brethren, 
 
I hope this message finds you and your families in good health and doing well during these trying 
times. I would like to wish you and your families a very happy holiday season.  As you are aware, our 
Grand Lodge has cancelled all Masonic meetings and events until at least January 31, 2021. Based on 
the current increase in positive COVID tests, I have a feeling this date will be extended.  
 
To that end, I have consulted with my advisors and past DDGM’s from within our jurisdiction and I am 
pleased to announce that I will be rolling out a programme in the new year to keep us connected and 
communicating through these unprecedented times. 
 
Starting in January and running as long as we are unable to meet in person, I will be conducting 
Virtual Official Visits to all the lodges that normally would have their Official Visit from January to 
June. This will allow us to keep in touch with each other and have a forum to discuss Masonry in a 
virtual manner. As you know, at Official Visits we would normally give out the Travelling Gavel award 
to the lodge with the most visitors present. I plan to do the same thing and will present a Virtual 
Travelling Gavel award to the Lodge with the most online visitors.  
 
My aim is to ensure that the vitality of our district remains intact and when we finally get back to 
lodge, it will not seem such a long time since we were together. Further details will be sent to the 
Masters of all Lodges outlining what I would like them to do for these Virtual Official Visits. 
 
I want to encourage all Masters to please distribute some form of communication on a timely, 
monthly basis. As important as the virtual meetings are, it is just as imperative that you issue some 
form of communication. We have many of our Brethren that for various reasons are unable to take 
part in virtual meetings, consider assigning someone to assist these Brethren if possible, to get online. 
Many of our older Brethren have depended on the summons for communication from their lodge and 
it is a disservice to deny them the opportunity to kept informed and to be a vital part of their Lodges. 
Although the summons is not required, I’m sure a newsletter with a message from the Master would 
be greatly appreciated by everyone.  
 
On December 16 at 7:30pm the TED Education Committee will be holding our next meeting. The link 
has already been sent to all Lodge Secretaries for distribution to all members. This meeting will be a 
social gathering open to all members and their families. Please join us for this holiday gathering and 
say hello to your Brethren and their families.    
 
May the Great Architect of the Universe smile upon both you and your families during this holiday 
season.  
 
Fraternally,  
 

Gil Carreiro 
R.W. Bro. Gilbert L. Carreiro 
District Deputy Grand Master 
Toronto East District 


